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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

EASTERN DIVISION
CHICAGO LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR )
CIVIL RIGHTS UNDER THE LAW, INC., )
Plaintiff, g
V. g Case No. 06 C 0657
CRAIGSLIST, INC., ;
Defendants. ;

MEMORANDUM OPINION AND ORDER
AMY J. ST. EVE, District Court Judge:

Plaintiff Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, Inc. (“CLC”) has filed
suit under 42 U.S.C. §3604(c) of the Fair Housing Act (“FHA”) seeking monetary, declaratory, and
injunctive relief against Defendant “craigslist, Inc.” (“Craigslist”). CLC alleges that such relief is
warranted because Craigslist publishes notices, statements, or advertisements with respect to the sale
orrental of dwellings that indicate (1) a preference, limitation, or discrimination on the basis ofrace,
color, religion, sex, familial status, or national origin; and (2) an intention to make a preference,
limitation, or discrimination on the ’basis of race, color, religion, sex, familial status, or national
origin. Craigslist has moved for judgment on the pleadings pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 12(c) (“Rule
12(c)”), contending that Plaintiff’s claim is barred based on the immunity afforded to “providers. . .

of interactive computer services” (“ICSs”) under 47 U.S.C. §230 (“Section 230”). For the reasons

below, the Court grants Craigslist’s motion.
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LEGAL STANDARD

A motion under Rule 12(c)—a motion that a defendant may use to dismiss a complaint based

on an affirmative defense, see, e.g., McCready v. EBay, Inc., 453 F.3d 882, 892 n.2 (7* Cir. 2006)
— is subject to the same standard as a motion to dismiss pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6). Craigs, Inc. v.
Gen. Elec. Capital Corp., 12 F.3d 686, 688 (7* Cir. 1993); Thomason v. Nachtrieb, 888 F.2d 1202,
1204 (7" Cir. 1989). Thus, a court must “view the facts in the complaint in the light most favorable
to the nonmoving party,” GATX Leasing Corp. v. Nat'l Union Fire Ins. Co.,64 F.3d 1112, 1114 (7"
Cir. 1995), and cannot grant the motion “unless it appears beyond doubt that the plaintiff cannot
prove any facts that would support his claim for relief.” Thomason, 888 F.2d at 1204 (citing Conley

v. Gibson, 355 U.S. 41, 45-46, 78 S. Ct. 99, 101-02, 2 L. Ed. 2d 80 (1957)).
BACKGROUND
L. The Parties

Plaintiff CLC, a public interest consortium of forty-five law firms, is an Illinois non-profit
organization with its principal place of business in Chicago, Illinois. (R. 1-1, P1.’s Compl. at §5; R.
41-1, P1.’s Motion to Supp. at§1.) CLC’s mission is to promote and protect civil rights, particularly
the civil rights of the poor, ethnic minorities, and the disadvantaged. (R. 1-1, P1.’s Compl. at {5.)
CLCstrives to eliminate discriminatory housing practices by: (1) educating people about theirrights
under the fair housing and fair lending laws; (2) investigating complaints of fair housing
discrimination; (3) providing referral information for non-discrimination housing matters; (4)
advocating on a wide range of housing related issues, such as public housing, increased affordable
housing, and fair and equal mortgage lending opportunities; and (5) providing free legal services to

individuals and groups who wish to exercise their fair housing rights and secure equal housing







